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grow. A sprinkler should only be used on grass, unless it is one of th
coarse ones that will apply an inch of water in two hours. That mea
an actual inch of water all over the ground. A better method is to place
the garden hose- right on the ground or in a flat pan so adjusted that
as it overflows., the water runs over on all sides. By using a hoe and
making an occasional shallow furrow here and there, the water can be
directed between the plants where it will soak down and really wet the
roots. It has been my experience, however, that it is not necessary to
water plants except when they are transplanted. A transplanted seed-
ling does not have the same relationship to the soil as one which has
developed where it is to grow permanently. Its roots are all near the
surface and must be given some help in the way of water if it is to live
However, other plants in the garden rarely need water, and if it gets
too dry for them to grow, so much water is required that the average
person could not pay the water bill. It is cheaper to buy the vegetables
This is just another reason why a mulch is worth while. But a .mulch
should cover the whole area; it does not preserve the water supply if
it merely covers a small area and there is bare ground around it.

Transplanting seedlings is not a simple practice. When the seedling
is removed from the soil many of the roots are broken off. The balance
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between the roots and the leaves is thrown out of adjustment. For this
reason some of the leaves should be pulled off or cut off, or they will
dry up. This is not so serious, except that it removes considerable water
from the stem, which the roots are not in a condition to replace If the
leaves are cut off, the stem will remain full of water, and a new growth
from dormant buds will start out after the roots are established The
development of the new roots depends on the amount of air around the
taproot. If the seedling is set with water and the soil is packed down
hard, the roots will not get enough air, and it will take some time for
them to get started. If, however, the soil is dry and the plants are set
with water but the soil is not packed around the roots, there is ample
opportunity for the air to be drawn into the soil as the water drains out,
and the plant growth will start out quickly. The best transplanting is
done where the soil is moist but not wet, and the water is applied
around the plant a few moments later. Tomato plants need a great deal